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Commenter: Travis Dryden

Submitted: July 2, 2024

Subject: BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their

customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the

West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with

carbon free energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified

Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.



| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the
structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a
market.

- Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024,
rather than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

- Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for
other Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this
conclusion?

- Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest
system benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not,

what analysis shows a two-market system would be preferable?

- How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

- Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest
than a single West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.
Regards,

Travis Dryden

From: Ron StradiolZlo

Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 1:46 PM

To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

The dams on the lower Snake are antiquated and are money losers for the BPA. Western
electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their customers.
Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the West can
speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbon-free
energy generated thousands of miles away. We need to support BPA for maintenance of

existing infrastructure including power lines easing pressure on critically endangered



salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the

structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a

market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather

than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system

benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis

shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a

single West-wide market?

Remember the none declared value of an intact native fishery in calculating costs. |

appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,

Ron Stradiotto

From: Alexander Douglas

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 3:04 PM



To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their

customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the

West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbonfree

energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the

structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a

market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather

than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system

benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis

shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?



-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a

single West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,

Alexander Douglas

From: Katie Camarata

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 2:54 PM

To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their

customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the

West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbonfree

energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the

structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a

market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather



than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system

benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis

shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a

single West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,

Katie Camarata

From: Nicole Cordingley

Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 11:12 AM

To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their

customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the

West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbonfree

energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater



benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.
| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the
structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a
market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather
than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other
Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?
-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system
benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis
shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a
single West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.
Regards,

Nicole Cordingley

From: SARAH YANCEY

Sent: Sunday, July 7, 2024 2:50 PM

To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their
customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the
West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbonfree
energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.



Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the

structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a

market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather

than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system

benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis

shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a

single West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,

SARAH YANCEY

From: Grace Andresen

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 12:49 AM

To: Communications <Communications@bpa.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets



Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their

customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort-sharing resources across the

West can speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbonfree

energy generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western

energy market could also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest,

easing pressure on critically endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent

on splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is
“leaning” toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the

larger Extended Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets,

reducing overall efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or

governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater

benefits to Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the

structures and potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a

market.

Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather

than waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system

benefits (e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis

shows a two-market system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a

single West-wide market?



| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.
Regards,

Grace Andresen

From: Roger Martin

Sent: Wednesday, July 24,2024 12:24 PM

To: Communications <Communications@ bpa.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their
customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort—sharing resources across the West can
speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbon-free energy
generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western energy market could
also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest, easing pressure on critically
endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent on
splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is “leaning”
toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the larger Extended
Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets, reducing overall
efficiency and benefits.

My house is in Steilacoom, and we use power originating from BPA. | prefer we do the right thing
instead of follow the path of least resistance.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or
governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater benefits to
Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the structures and
potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a market.
Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather than
waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other
Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?
-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system benefits


mailto:Communications@bpa.gov

(e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis shows a two -market
system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a single
West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,
Roger Martin

From: Robbie Leatham

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 12:32 PM

To: Communications <Communications@ bpa.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BPA and Day-Ahead Energy Markets

Dear Bonneville Power Administrator John Hairston,

Western electric utilities are uniting to ease the climate crisis and reduce prices for their
customers. Organized markets are a key part of this effort—sharing resources across the West can
speed decarbonization by offsetting coal and natural gas generation with carbon-free energy
generated thousands of miles away. Leveraged properly, a unified Western energy market could
also begin to offset hydropower generation in the Pacific Northwest, easing pressure on critically
endangered salmon and steelhead.

Therefore, it’s very concerning that the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) seems intent on
splitting the West, rather than unifying it. As indicated by an April announcement, BPA is “leaning”
toward joining the smaller, less developed Markets+ organization, rather than the larger Extended
Day Ahead Market. This stands to split Western utilities into two markets, reducing overall
efficiency and benefits.

Making this decision in 2024 is reckless. Neither market has fully formed its structure or
governance, and much analysis remains to be done on which option will provide greater benefits to
Northwest ratepayers, utilities, other impacted communities, and iconic fish.

| ask you to do the following:

1. Delay BPA’s decision on entering an organized day-ahead energy market until the structures and
potential benefits of each are analyzed by third party experts.

2. Publicly answer the below questions before making any kind of decision on joining a market.
Why is BPA deciding now to make a choice between the two market options in 2024, rather than

waiting until both options have demonstrated viability?

-Can BPA project the economic implications of either market for the agency and for other


mailto:Communications@bpa.gov

Northwest utilities going out into the future? What analysis backs this conclusion?

-Does BPA agree that a single West-wide market affords participants the greatest system benefits
(e.g. cost efficiency, decarbonization, system reliability)? If not, what analysis shows a two-market
system would be preferable?

-How does BPA plan to manage “seams” between two markets?

-Does BPA believe a two-market system in the West is more in the national interest than a single
West-wide market?

| appreciate your attention to this matter, and look forward to a response from BPA.

Regards,
Robbie Leatham



