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BPA Implements Interconnection Reforms To Clear Queue Backlog 

 

Portland, Ore. – The Bonneville Power Administration and its customers are 
implementing a settlement that will set the stage for clearing interconnection queue 
backlogs and study delays and accelerate the work to address the challenges the region is 
facing with decarbonization and the buildout of renewable energy resources.  

“BPA heard our customers loud and clear and understood the urgency with which we had 
to act to improve our interconnection process,” said Richard Shaheen, senior vice president 
of Transmission Services. “Customers agreed to a set of terms and conditions that will 
significantly improve the way we process and study interconnection requests.”  

Transmission owners across the country have seen the volume of interconnection requests 
in their queues increase dramatically over the past five years, leading to study delays and 
backlogs.  

“Collaborating with customers and constituents to solve problems and develop better 
processes is a key underpinning of our tariff process,” said Michelle Manary, vice president 
of Transmission Sales and Marketing. “We appreciate the work our customers did with us 
that helped us implement these reforms.”  

Under the previous process, BPA used a first-come, first-served serial study process. The 
requests were studied individually in the order they were received. In this serial process, 
customers often withdrew their requests which further exacerbated the issue of study 
delays. 

BPA’s reforms are implementing a first-ready, first-served cluster study process which 
helps BPA more efficiently allocate resources to manage the study process, address the 
backlog of requests and mitigate study delays. 

These reforms were developed with customers and regional stakeholders through a 
collaborative process, resulting in a settlement agreement adopted earlier this year. The 
changes are captured in BPA’s modified tariff, which became effective on June 30. 



To address interconnection requests currently in the interconnection queue, BPA has 
developed a Transition Process. Under this process, customers that meet requirements 
may apply for interconnection requests to continue to be studied under the serial process. 
If customers do not meet the requirements to remain in the serial process, they can request 
to be included in a transition cluster study. Customers may submit requests for inclusion in 
the transition process by Sept. 28, 2024. 

For additional information, visit BPA’s Generator Interconnection Queue Reform page. 

About BPA 
The Bonneville Power Administration, headquartered in Portland, Oregon, is a nonprofit federal power marketer that sells 

wholesale, carbon-free hydropower from 31 federal dams in the Columbia River Basin. It also markets the output of the 

region’s only nuclear plant. BPA delivers this power to more than 140 Northwest electric utilities, serving millions of 

consumers and businesses in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, western Montana and parts of California, Nevada, Utah and 

Wyoming. BPA also owns and operates more than 15,000 circuit miles of high-voltage power lines and 261 substations, and 

provides transmission service to more than 300 customers. In all, BPA provides nearly a third of the power generated in the 

Northwest. To mitigate the impacts of the federal dams, BPA implements a fish and wildlife program that includes working 

with its partners to make the federal dams safer for fish passage. It also pursues cost -effective energy savings and operational 

solutions that help maintain safe, affordable, reliable electric power for the Northwest. www.bpa.gov   
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https://www.bpa.gov/energy-and-services/transmission/interconnection/generator-interconnection-queue-reform
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